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Town of Pacolet  

Planning Commission Meeting 

March 2, 2026 

 

 

1.  Call to Order 

 

Mrs. Berndt called the meeting to order. 

 

2.  FOIA Statement 

 

Mrs. Berndt read over the FOIA Statement. 

 

3.  Roll Call 

 

Mr. Kennedy, Mrs. Easler, and Ms. Berndt, Mrs. Pannell and Ms. Hardy were all present. Mrs. 

Green and Mr. Camby were absent.  

 

4.  Minutes (February 10, 2026) 

 

Mr. Kennedy motioned to table the minutes from February 10, 2026 to have more time to review.  

Mrs. Easler seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Camby motioned to approve the minutes from January 5, 2026. Mrs. Green seconded the 

motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

5. Old Business 

a. Discussion Regarding Zoning of Certain Properties from C3 to C2 

Mr. Kay stated that this was something that the Planning Commission had requested. If there are 

homes in the C3 – Central Business district, the consideration from Council is if the home is 

damage, they can rebuild as a home. This is if someone wanted to sell that home as a home to the 

next person and there’s going to be more than 6 months where the home would be vacant, that’s 

when it would trigger that this would not be able to be a resident there. He stated the Planning 

Commission asked for those properties to be rezoned so that they would change. This new 

ordinance is to rezone any property that currently has a home on it, to C2 but the rest would stay 

C3. 

Mrs. Berndt asked if we could just change the 6 months to a year to allow for time for people to 

be able to renovate whatever they are going to do. 
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Mr. Kay stated that that would not include renovations because someone would be there working 

and it would be under construction. This would be if the home was completely vacant for 6 

months or longer.  

There was some discussion about the areas around Memorial Drive, West Main and Jerusalem 

and which of those properties would be rezoned. 

Mrs. Berndt stated that there’s a lot of houses and properties and it would be better if there was a 

description or an address or something next to the parcel numbers given on the agenda packet. 

After some discussion about what properties the Planning Commission wanted rezoned, they 

decided that Mr. Kay needed to rewrite, with a map but for now they’ll table this.  

Mrs. Pannell motioned to table the discussion on Regarding Zoning of Certain Properties from 

C3 to C2. Mr. Kennedy seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

6. New Business 

 

a. Consider An Ordinance Map Amendment Rezoning Multiple Properties from C3 to 

C2 

The discussion was tabled above.  

b. Consider an Ordinance for Short Term Rentals 

Mrs. Easler asked if there was anyone interested in opening an Airbnb right now. 

 

Mr. Kay stated, not that he knows of. One was operating out of Michael Estates but was shut 

down because they were not allowed. 

 

Mrs. Easler stated that as it stands right now, her understanding is that if there’s not an ordinance 

for it, then it can’t be done, which Mr. Kay confirmed. She asked why would be open up a can of 

worms when we have far too many more important things that we need to pay attention to 

instead of the hopes of having an Airbnb.  

 

Mr. Kay stated that Council had sent this to the Planning Commission for review because they 

would like to have the option of short-term rentals in the Town. 

 

Mrs. Easler recommends we do not move forward with this because our infrastructure is in dire 

need of improvement. She also feels like there is already so much work and no one to regulate 

these policies. She stated that she doesn’t see this for Pacolet right now but maybe one day those 
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treehouse rentals would be nice along the river, but we don’t need to muddy up our water any 

more than it is.  

 

Mr. Berndt thinks that they should only be allowed in commercial areas. Mrs. Easler agreed.  

 

After more discussion about why short-term rentals would or would not be a good idea for the 

Town of Pacolet Mrs. Easler motioned to deny an ordinance for short-term rentals. Mr. Kennedy 

seconded the motion. Mrs. Hardy opposed the motion.  

 

7.   Comments 

No comments. 

 

a.  Zoning Administrator Comments 

 

Mr. Kay recommended the April meeting be moved to April 14th at 5:30PM due to Spring Break 

and classes he attends on Monday evenings.  
 

b.  Board Comments 

 

Mrs. Easler would like to add a discussion of outdoor lighting to the next meeting.  

 

Mr. Kay stated that he would put together a list of every district and what the requirements, 

regulations/restrictions are regarding lighting. He stated there was a section in the zoning 

ordinance, and he would pull out those sections for their review. 

 

8. Adjourn 

 

Mrs. Easler made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

 

 

 


